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October 2022 Newsletter 
FOTBR website: https://tawabush.org.nz 

 
President: Gary Beecroft    gary.beecroft@xtra.co.nz               
Secretary: Geoff Mills  secretary@tawabush.org.nz  
Monthly working bees: 2nd Sunday and 4th Tuesday  

 Coordinator Sunday: Richard Herbert: herbert.r@xtra.co.nz  

 Coordinator Tuesday: Andrew Liley: acfhliley@gmail.com 
 

1. Planting beside the Tawa Station overbridge 
After the initial idea was mooted by FOTBR member, John Burnet, the land beside the Tawa 
Station overbridge, the ‘WCC park and ride land area’ was cleared and then planted. As part of 
their corporate service day on 3 August, ESR staff, working alongside FOTBR members, planted 
out the area with shrubs provided by both Jay Street and FOTBR nurseries.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Land area is first cleared by WCC staff. Seedling plants arrive from the nursery. 

Workers have completed the planting task. Planting done, with one of the 6 bags of rubbish collected. 
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2. New Mana Cycle Group trail proves popular 
A new mountain bike trail in the Forest of Tawa/Te Ngahere-
o-Tawa has created a popular loop for cyclists who are using 
the combined walking/cycling trail to climb from the Kiwi 
Crescent entrance to Broken Hill Rd and then descend on the 
new trail. 
 
The Mana Cycling Group (MCG), has been asking for 
mountain bike trails in Tawa’s western hills for some years. It 
is part of its vision for a cycling trail from Porirua and Tawa 
through to the south coast at Red Rocks Reserve, with 
communities linking to this spine along the way.  

 
Called ‘Kemu o rua haurua’ or ‘Game of two halves’, the trail 
was opened in July 2022. It is 1.6 km, grade 3 descending-
only trail, giving mountain bikers an option to return to Kiwi 
Crescent. The name refers 
to the character of each 
section. The top half that 
was hand built by MCG 
volunteers, sidles 
downwards below Broken 
Hill Road, while the lower 
and steeper section, heads 

more directly towards Kiwi Crescent and was digger built. 
 
During construction, some MCG volunteers helped FOTBR plant 
large numbers of native tree seedlings along the track that were 
provided by WCC nursery. Earlier this year, WCC completed the  
dual use/two-way trail from Kiwi Crescent to Broken Hill Road which serves as the climbing section 
for cyclists.  
 

3. Recognising native trees from the leaf litter  
When walking in the Tawa native bush reserves and wanting to know the names of trees, it’s often 
easier to look at the leaf litter, to determine the trees that are high above in the canopy. Their leaves 
all have different shapes, sizes and textures, even when dead. The photos below are from the leaf 
litter in Redwood Bush and Wilf Mexted Reserve.  Which tree species does each come from? 

    
1. 2. 3.

. 
4. 

Volunteers help develop the track. 

Cyclist tries out the new track. 

Article supplied by MCG 
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4. Wind damage in Wilf Mexted Reserve 
During this winter, 
severe winds brought 
down some large 
canopy tawa and 
kohekohe trees on the 
lower slopes in Wilf 
Mexted Reserve.  
 
Initially falling across 
the track, WCC staff 
have since cleared the 
area to make the 
upwards track accessible  

                                                                     for walkers. 

5. Cherry tree disposal in Tawa reserves 
It is exactly two years since FOTBR member Andrew Liley began an onslaught of removing 
exotic cherry trees in the Tawa native bush reserves. During this time, Andrew has manually 
extracted and poisoned the stumps of 4,651 cherry trees. Well done Andrew! The sizes 
range from small seedlings to large trunks over 200mm in diameter. This is a commendable 
feat in that Andrew is only permitted to cut them down manually.  
  

The ornamental, exotic Prunus species grows 
quickly, and in late winter, when flowering, they are 

very obvious.  

Mainly through 
abundant seed 
dispersal by bird 
species, they are 
invasive in our 
native bush and the 
community, Two 
years ago, FOTBR 
were able to 
source funding for 
a contractor to 
remove a large 
number of cherry 
trees, but with their 
presence in private 
gardens, they easily 
spread again to 
neighbouring native 

reserves and vigilance 
is required to keep 
them under control. 

 

 

A large cherry tree trunk that was cut out. 

 

Cherry trees with their blossom are obvious in late winter. 

 

The exotic cherry blossoms develop into inedible fruit 
and the enclosed seeds are widely dispersed by birds, 
resulting in the rapid growth of new trees. 
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6. A new book ‘Redwood Bush, Tawa’ 
This book will be launched at 6pm on Tuesday 18 October 2022 in the Tawa Community Centre, 
Cambridge Street, Tawa. 
 
This is author, Gilbert (Gil.) Roper’s third publication relating to 
Tawa. He was motivated to write this book after reading how 
Redwood Bush was saved when the Redwood subdivision began 
making inroads into the native bush for housing development in 
the 1970s.  
 
Many Tawa residents objected seeing pristine native bush 
destroyed. Ultimately, the Tawa Borough Council secured a loan 
from The Treasury to purchase the area as a reserve. Today it’s 
an invaluable recreational resource of mature lowland native 
bush, typical of that in the North Island of NZ. 
 
This publication is sponsored by the Friends of Tawa Bush 
Reserves (FOTBR). See: https://tawabush.org.nz 
 
The colour-illustrated, 160-page, A4 size book features: 

 native bush in Tawa at the time of pioneer settlement 

 some history of the Redwood subdivision  

 Tawa residents protesting at incursions into the bush and 
action is taken 

 recollections by residents of changes in Redwood Bush over time 

 walking Redwood Bush in the present day and its special features 

 visual details of the native flora and birds in Redwood Bush and how these have changed 

 lizard studies, plus lichens and fungi recorded in Redwood Bush 

 pest control and the resurgence of the native flora and fauna 

 the new signed botanical walk planned for Redwood Bush. 
 

Price for pre-launch orders 
Up to and including the launch evening of Tuesday 18 October, books may be ordered for $25 per copy, then paid for and 
collected either at the launch, or for Tawa residents, these can be delivered, if the addresses are provided with orders.  

 
Please place orders with Denis Rogerson, Friends of Tawa Bush Reserves: denisrogerson@gmail.com  
Ideally, payment can be made by direct credit into FOTBR’s bank account, using ‘Surname and initials’ as Reference and 
‘Redwood Bk’ in Details: 03 – 1534 – 0043966 – 25 
 
For those who live beyond Wellington, books can be ordered but will incur an extra few dollars postage cost. When placing an 
order with Denis, please indicate the address to which the book is to be sent. From 19 October 2022 onwards, books can be 
purchased directly from ‘Tawa Books and Post’ for $30 (cash) or ordered by email from Denis Rogerson for $30 per copy. 

 
Please note: 
This book is published by FOTBR which is a non-profit organisation and seeks to defray the cost of printing through book sales. 

 

7. Signed Botanical Walk in Redwood Bush 
FOTBR has worked with WCC to design and produce a signed botanical walk, that features twenty of 
the native trees in Redwood Bush. Local Tawa signage company ‘Imagine That’ has made the signs 
and members of FOTBR will finance and install them. Text and visual images pertaining to the 
features of the trees are intended to promote interest for those walking the tracks. They provide an 
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educational purpose for groups 
that walk in Redwood Bush. 
The signed walk will commence 
from Achilles Close and 
progress towards Peterhouse 
Street.  
 
Opening date 
The walk will be officially 
opened on Saturday afternoon 
15 October 2022, at 2pm at the 
Achilles Close entrance. 
Members of FOTBR will be 
there to guide people on the 
walk and point out important 
features of the signs. The 
timing of this will be close to 
the book launch pertaining to 
Redwood Bush. 
 
 
 

8. Knowing the native trees in the Tawa reserves 
Knightia excelsa, Rewarewa 
 
a. Souce of names: 
The genus name Knightia is after Thomas Andrew 
Knight, a president of the Royal Horticultural Society, 
London, while the species name excelsa means ‘tall’. In 
earlier years, Europeans used the name ‘New Zealand 
honeysuckle’ on account of its delicious edible nectar 
and ultimately the honey.  One of the meanings of 
‘rewarewa’ in te Reo Māori means ‘elevated’. 
 
b. Recognition features: 
A member of the protea family, the conical, vertical 
trunks can ascend 30 metres into the canopy layer and 
often above it, hence the name reference to ‘tall’ or 
‘elevated’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The tough, elongated, dark green juvenile leaves have 
a prominent mid-rib and marginal teeth and these 
leaves are twice the length of adult leaves.  

Sample of one of the new signs for the Redwood Bush Botanical Walk. 

Juvenile leaf (above) and adult leaf (below). 

Red ‘bottle brush’ appearance of the inflorescence. 
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The striking red inflorescence consists of clusters of flowers that have the collective appearance of a 
‘bottle-brush’. The fruit consists of dry brown ‘pods’ called woody follicles, and when mature, these 
split down their length to release seeds that have long thin wings which enable dispersal by wind. 

 
The tree has horizontal circular markings on the bark that traverse the 
trunk. In the photo to the left, specimens of 
thread fern/Blechnum filiforme; scarlet 
rātā/Metrosideros fulgens and white 
rātā/Metrosideros perforata are supported on 
the rewarewa trunk as the vines ascend into 
the canopy. 
 
The prevalence of many young rewarewa 
seedlings in the Tawa bush reserves is an 
indication of the successful natural 
regeneration of this species. Locally collected 
seeds have been propagated and the resulting 
seedlings are growing in the FOTBR nursery. 
 
 

 
 
c. Uses: 
Pioneer Europeans saw the decorative properties of rewarewa wood and 
used it in inlay and marquetry work. The timber was also used in bush 
tramways, brake blocks, and fence battens. The inner part of the bark was 
bandaged on to wounds and also as a makeshift bandage to stem blood flow 
from cuts. 
 
 
 
 

Which tree is which from the leaf litter sample photographs in Part 3? 
1. Tawa (Beilschmiedia tawa) has narrow, lance-shaped leaves, pointed at the tips. There is an obvious mid-rib. 
 
2. Rewarewa (Knightia excelsa) has hard and leathery adult leaves that are deeply serrated along the margins with 

a predominant central mid-rib.  
 
3. Puka/Akapuka (Griselinia lucida) has large, oval-shaped leaves that are lopsided, in that the leaf blades join 

asymmetrically at the base of the petiole.  
 

4. Hīnau (Elaeocarpus dentatus) is similar in size and shape to tawa, but dead hīnau leaves are rolled at the edges. 
On the underside near the mid-rib, leaves show scars of domatia that are more obvious in fresh leaves. 

 

 
Gil Roper, Editor 
FOTBR Committee 
 

 

Woody follicles (‘pods’) have shed seed. 

 

One-year old rewarewa 
seedlings in the nursery. 

Rewarewa trunk with circular markings visible on the bark. (See arrow) 


