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April 2021 Newsletter 
 

President: Gary Beecroft    gary.beecroft@xtra.co.nz               
Secretary: Geoff Mills  secretary@tawabush.org.nz  
Monthly working bees: 2nd Sunday and 4th Tuesday  

 Coordinator Sunday: Richard Herbert: herbert.r@xtra.co.nz  

 Coordinator Tuesday: Andrew Liley: acfhliley@gmail.com 
 

 

1. Annual General Meeting of FOTBR 11 March 2021 
a. New Committee 
The business part of the meeting included the election 
of the FOTBR committee for 2021. The personnel are: 
Gary Beecroft (Chairman), John Burnet (Deputy 
Chairman) Chris Paice (Treasurer), Richard Herbert, 
Denis Rogerson, Gil Roper and Andrew Liley. 
Extended committee members: Fiona Drummond, 
Damian Hewett and WCC Park Ranger Denise 
Clements. Subsequent to the meeting, Geoff Mills has 
been elected as Secretary.  
 

b. Presentation 
An informative presentation on planning for the development and housing for Upper Stebbings 

Valley and Glenside West was given by Lucie Desrosiers, Principal Advisor, City Design and 
Planning WCC, together with:  

 
Bec Ramsay, Open Space and Recreation Planning Manager, WCC and Stu 
Farrant, Water Sensitive Design Lead, Morphum Environmental Ltd also 
contributing. Their combined knowledge and time given in answering questions 
was very helpful and they gave assurances of the importance of the retention of 

native bush areas in the area. 
 

c. Life Membership 
Wayne Pincott received a certificate as a Life Member of FOTBR. His extensive years of 
service were amusingly recounted by Chairman, Gary Beecroft. Wayne’s legacy is firmly 
remembered by his successful promotion to the Tawa Community for the purchase of 
the Forest of Tane by WCC in early 2017. This reserve has subsequently been renamed 
Te Ngahere-o-Tawa/Forest of Tawa, and considerable work has been done planting near 
the Kiwi Cres entrance and 500 metres up the track among the pines. 
 
d. Services appreciated 
As well as Wayne Pincott, FOTBR also wish to acknowledge the work undertaken by Helen 
Roper and Carol Andrews who have faithfully served on the committee but are pursuing 
other activities this year and did not seek re-election. 
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e. Outstanding positions yet to be filled 
Two important committee positions are yet to be filled and members are asked to consider these. 
Please contact the President if you have an interest in either of these. The roles are: 
 
i. Membership Coordinator who seeks to keep the membership engaged and informed. The role 

coordinates all aspects of membership to ensure that we:  

 tap into membership experience and skills for projects and activities    

 promote FOTBR with the Tawa community  

 increase FOTBR capacity to undertake projects as well as membership. 
 
ii. Grant Administrator 
This is a key role for securing funding with third parties and administering grant applications from 
concept through to completion. FOTBR delivers a wide range of projects following successful grant 
applications. Our President leads on grant applications but as we have a number of projects at 
conceptual stage, we are looking for someone to assist him with administration.  
  
There is a Policy and Procedure for the Application and Administration of Grants that outlines FOTBR 
grants process.  
 

2. Finished greenhouse, February 2021 
The new propagation facilities are now 
in operation. Thanks to Geoff Mills and 
his team for the hours given in the 
construction and also to Joanne 
Youthed and James Wright who are 
managing the nursery operation.  
 
Thanks also to Helen Roper who 
continues the propagation of native 
trees in the Tawa College Horticulture 
facilities. In recent years, over 2000 
seedling trees have been planted out 
into the Tawa bush reserves and the 
grounds of Tawa schools.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New propagation facilities in operation. 
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3. Tawa trees – a vintage year for the fruit 
Tawa trees dominate our native bush reserves and in late 2020 
and early 2021, the fruit production has been prolific – far 
more than in recent years. The oval purple/black fruit are 
obvious on the ground. How many tawa fruit can you count in 

leaf litter to the right? This was an area of 
less than one square metre. 

 
Tawa seed are difficult to germinate 
and especially progress further to 
seedlings and then young trees.  

They are very susceptible to any 
exposure to wind, frost and intense 

sunlight. 
 

Sample of leaf litter with black tawa 
fruit. Sighted in Redwood Bush, 23 
February, 2021  - near the Achilles 
Close entrance. 

4. New signage in Redwood Bush 
FOTBR has recently embarked on a trial to upgrade the signage to assist with better identification of 
trees in our reserves. 

 The first reserve to be 
upgraded is Redwood Bush, 
where some new signs have 
been placed as shown. 
 
There is a mix of tree-
mounted botanical text signs 
and ground mounted 
illustrated/botanical text signs. FOTBR looks forward to feedback 

about these new signs with a view to further signs being put in place. Thanks to Chris Paice who has 
initiated this project and to Richard Herbert and Andrew Liley for positioning the signs. 

 
5. FOTBR website redevelopment 

FOTBR has engaged Liz Bouda, a new member, to redevelop our website. Documentation 
and visual material are being gathered so that the new website will have a fresh look 

with more interactive features. It will be able to be viewed on devices including 
phones and tablets. This will be helpful for information on the walking tracks and 
details of the reserves. 
 
The more modern website will reflect recent trends and access to extensive 

information. Detailed visual information on reserves, previous FOTBR newsletters, 
and up-coming events and meetings will be displayed. The “go live date” will be 

notified once known. Our sincere thanks to Liz, for her superb work undertaken here. 
 

6. Ruru (morepork or Ninox novaeseelandiae) sighted in Redwood Bush 
Most of us who live in close proximity to bush in Tawa will often hear the sound of the ruru calling at 
night. Since daylight saving has ceased and the evenings darken early, Helen Challands, while 
walking in the bush at 4.30pm saw a ruru fly close by and then perch on a branch. 

Tawa fruit – both immature 
(green) and mature (black). 
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Although not threatened as a species, in her research, Helen found that 
the ruru: is prone to predation by cats, possum, rats and mustelids 
when nesting. Also, when nesting on the ground, eggs and chicks may 
also be susceptible to predation by pigs and hedgehogs.  
 
For further information go to the following link at NZ Birds Online. 
http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/species/morepork  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7. Improvements in Redwood Bush 

Recent work by WCC and FOTBR has seen new metal laid on tracks to 
cover many exposed roots of trees and provide easier walking. Thanks 
to WCC staff, Andrew Liley and Richard Herbert. New metal has also 
been laid in the upper part of the track 
in Wilf Mexted Reserve.  
 
Three new style seats have also been 
positioned beside tracks in Redwood 
Bush by WCC staff. One of these was 
originally donated by FOTBR. 

 

Thanks to Helen Challands for her research and the photo. 

Upgraded tracks in Redwood Bush. 

One of the new style seats, showing the acknowledgement plaque. 

Gil Roper, Editor 
FOTBR Committee 
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