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June 2020 Newsletter 
 

President: Gary Beecroft    gary.beecroft@xtra.co.nz               
Secretary: Carol Andrews  secretary@tawabush.org.nz  
Monthly working bees: 2nd Sunday and 4th Tuesday  

• Coordinator Sunday: Richard Herbert: herbert.r@xtra.co.nz  
• Coordinator Tuesday: Andrew Liley: acfhliley@gmail.com 
 

1. Special FOTBR meeting, Wednesday 8 July, 7.00pm 
You are warmly invited to attend this meeting where our Mayor, Andy Foster will be the 
guest speaker. Andy has had a long association in the restoration of endemic flora and 
fauna in the Wellington region, including the establishment and ongoing work 
undertaken at ‘Zealandia’. This is your opportunity to hear Mayor Andy talk about his 
and the Council’s views on the way forward for ecological restoration in the Tawa Basin. 
The meeting will be in the Union Church Lounge, Elena Place, commencing at 7.00pm and 
will include supper. 
 
2. Proposed planting in Woodburn Reserve in 2020  
Richard Herbert has outlined the 
planned planting for this season. 
This will be carried out through 
regular working bees, plus those 
undertaken by specific groups. 
Initially, infill planting will be 
undertaken in the north-facing 
slope immediately below the access 
strip from beside 66 Bing Lucas 
Drive. (See photo).  
 
Then over the next 3 months, 
planting will progressively work 
southwards down the south-facing 
slope. 
 
Visits made to this part of the 
reserve show progressive growth following planting over recent years. All members are invited to 
participate in the scheduled working bees in the next weeks, as notified by Richard. 
 
3. Invasive cherry tree removal  
FOTBR has begun a programme with WCC Parks and Reserves to remove invasive cherry trees from 
the parks and reserves within the Tawa Basin. To enable this, supportive grant funding has been 
gratefully received from Hutt Mana Trust, the WCC and the GWRC. Cherry trees have already been 
removed from Willowbank Reserve and a contractor is currently being sought to remove cherry 
trees in native bush on the slopes of the Forest of Tawa. 



 2 

 
4. Action from the Willowbank Care Group  
This group is coordinated by Fiona Drummond and recent working 
bees have included weed clearance and subsequent planting on the left 
side of the path leading down from Zande Terrace as well as on the 
bank near Takapu Road leading up to Countdown.  
 
Seedlings of tarata (lemonwood), nikau and NZ native broom 
(Carmichaelia species), propagated by Helen Roper at Tawa College 
have been planted, along with other seedlings sourced through WCC. It 
is heartening to see the ongoing development of this reserve, with the 
establishment of native trees in areas previously dominated by weeds. 
Thank you for this great work! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. FOTBR nursery is taking shape 
Geoff Mills reports on the progress 
with the establishment of the plant 
propagation units and nursery. The 
two shade houses are well advanced 
with the main body of each clad in 
shade cloth and the bottom frame 
secured to hardwood sleepers which 
give additional stability that will also 
enhance working height when the 
nursery becomes operational.  
 
Windbreak cloth has also been added 
to the northern boundary fence to 
assist lessening the impact of 
northerly winds loading on the nursery structures.  
 
Closing in of the shade houses and then a fitout with benches will follow. The construction of a 
greenhouse will complete the setup. Thanks Geoff for your oversight. 
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6. Fungi sighted in ‘Forest of Tawa’ or ‘Te Ngahere-o-Tawa’ 
Doug Miller reports on his walk from Kiwi Crescent through to Meridian Road on 21 May 2020, and 
observation of several fungi, five of which are described and illustrated below. Acknowledgement is 
given to Doug for his ‘eagle eye’ observations, his identification and photographs. 
 

a. Fly Agaric (Amanita muscaria) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This mature, gilled fungus was found under the radiata pine trees 
on the Tawa side of the track. The cap is red with white warts on 
top. The juvenile fly agaric fungus is shown on the right.  
 

Fly agarics are toxic and are usually found in autumn in leaf litter under exotic conifers and some 
deciduous trees such as silver birch.  
 

b. Turkey-Tail (Trametes versicolor) 
 
This fungus was found on the bark of a dead tree on the right-
hand side of the track just before crossing the culvert at the 
bottom of the hill. 
 
This species can be seen all year round but fruits mainly in the 
autumn. The colour is very variable and usually each group 
have a different pattern and colour. 
 
 
 

 
c. Velvet Foot (Flammulina velutipes) 

 
 
This gilled fungus was 
also on a log on the right-
hand side of the track 
before crossing the 
culvert. 
 
 
 

The cap is reddish-brown to yellowish-brown and 10-30mm in diameter. In damp conditions, the top of 
the cap is sticky and fruits after periods of warm rain. 
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d. Trooping Crumble Cap or Glistening Inkcap mushroom (Coprinellus disseminatus) 
   (Note that the scientific name is still being resolved). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Also a gilled fungus, this was located on the right-hand side of the track before crossing  the culvert. 
The cap changes from pale yellow-brown to orange-brown and at maturity is pale grey-brown and 
reaches 5-15mm in diameter.  It fruits mainly in autumn and after periods of warm rain. 
 
For further reading about the updated naming of this fungus see: 
https://inaturalist.nz/journal/cooperj/6866-genera-and-species-within-the-psathyrellaceae 
 

e. Common Bird’s Nest Fungus (Crucibulum laeve) 
 
This fungus is found on rotting woody debris 
throughout NZ. These specimens were located 
75m from the Kiwi Crescent entrance on the 
stream side of the path. 
 
The fruit body (the nest) forms mainly in autumn 
and can grow up to 12mm high and 10mm in 
diameter. The peridioles (eggs) in the nest are up 
to 2mm diameter and release spores to enable 
the fungus to reproduce.  
 
 
 
  

 
 
Reminder 
Please note Wednesday 8 July at 7pm in the Union Church Lounge, Elena Place, for the meeting with 
Mayor, Andy Foster. People from the wider Tawa community have also been invited to this meeting 
as indicated by Malcolm Sparrow in the recent issue of tawalink. 

 
 
  Gil Roper 
  FOTBR Committee 
 

 


