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August 2020 Newsletter 
 

President: Gary Beecroft    gary.beecroft@xtra.co.nz               
Secretary: Carol Andrews  secretary@tawabush.org.nz  
Monthly working bees: 2nd Sunday and 4th Tuesday  

• Coordinator Sunday: Richard Herbert: herbert.r@xtra.co.nz  
• Coordinator Tuesday: Andrew Liley: acfhliley@gmail.com 
 

1. FOTBR meeting 8 July with Mayor, Andy Foster 
Our Mayor, Andy Foster was the guest speaker and gave an informative and 
illustrated presentation of the restoration of endemic flora and fauna in the 
Wellington region. It was heartening to learn of the effectiveness of groups, 
resulting in native wildlife being re-established in the Wellington area.  
 
Some pertinent reminders were: 
• think about the products you consume and how you get about 
• get a trap in your backyard and use it 
• volunteer with a community reserve group 
• remember drains go to streams, so don’t pollute them 
• keep garden waste (and your neighbour’s) out of the bush 
• don’t feed birds directly  
• plant bird-friendly plants and create lizard and insect friendly habitats. 
 

Andy concluded his talk with the following quote that is applicable to us all. 

 
2. Winter tree planting this year 
Recent weeks have been extremely busy with many tree seedlings planted in Tawa reserves. Apart 
from FOTBR members, people from community groups have also given time to help. Special thanks 
to Richard Herbert for his overall organisation of the planting. Thanks also to John Burnet, Helen 
Challands, Richard Herbert, Geoff Mills, Carol Andrews and Paula McKnight for supplying photos 
for this newsletter. A summary of plantings undertaken is as follows. 
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a. Woodburn Reserve 
On Friday 10 July, a work party from 
‘Conservation Volunteers Wellington’ 
helped plant over 200 trees, provided 
by WCC at Woodburn Reserve. Note 
the people in orange and yellow 
jackets in the foreground of the photo 
to the right.  
 
On Sunday 9 August, in 2 hours, 28 
people from Port Nicholson Rotary, 
planted over 400 trees that were 
propagated in the Tawa College 
nursery by Helen Roper.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Port Nicholson 
Rotary 
plantings. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
b. Forest of Tawa/ Te Ngahere-o-Tawa 
WCC and Te Rito sourced trees have enabled several plantings in this reserve with a range of people 
involved. These have included a group of scouts headed up by Chris Paice, a St Nirankari Mission 
volunteer group, plus many FOTBR members. Plantings made have included a range of potential 
canopy species. 
 
These will become established in the protection of other colonising shrubs that are already present. 
At the time of planting, it was noted that there was also natural regeneration of tawa, kohekohe, 
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rewarewa, pigeonwood and a few hinau seedlings. In 
time, these species with be dominant in the bush. 

Andrew Liley plants and stakes a pate seedling.    

With the help of scouts, Chris Paice 
pulls a barrow containing young trees 
to plant near the ridgeline. 

c. Willowbank Reserve 
A well supported July working bee by the 
Willowbank Care Group saw grasses and other 
native seedlings planted beside the Porirua 
Stream, just over the bridge from the main 
grassed picnic and play area. Plants were 
sourced from WCC.  
 
Other later plantings of mainly nikau and tarata 
(lemonwood) were sourced from the Tawa 
College nursery.  
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3. Progress on propagation units 
As a result of well-supported working bees, Geoff Mills reports that the shade-houses now have the 
shade-cloth cladding attached to each end. “Sewing bees” over recent working bees have involved 
stitching the joins between the main-body and the end sections.  
 
Aluminium section cross-bracing and for door frames have been 
constructed. Work is now being done on the doors themselves, so 
that ‘pukeko safe’ enclosures are ready for tree stock. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Birds close to home! 
Wayne Pincott reports the close proximity of Eastern rosella in 
Redwood Bush near his home. This bird is a brightly coloured, broad-
tailed parakeet native to south-eastern Australia. It was introduced to 
New Zealand in the early 1900s, and is now common over much of the 
North Island.  

 
 This is not to be confused with the native New Zealand kakariki, also 

found in Redwood Bush, but has a predominantly green plumage.  
 
Kererū have also been sighted by the writer very close to urban 
housing in Duncan Street, feeding on young kōwhai and kaka 

beak leaves. With an absence of native tree fruit in winter, 
kererū eat young shoots of other trees, especially tree lucerne.  

 
5. Removal of cherry trees 
Earlier this month, using GPS location, site visits were carried out in the 
Forest of Tawa area by ‘Wilding Woods’, the company contracted to 
remove cherry trees growing amongst native bush. Subsequently, about 
769 cherry trees were cut down and their stumps poisoned. FOTBR is 
grateful for the grant funding received from Hutt Mana Trust, the WCC 
and the GWRC to enable this project to be done.  
 
This task, along with the significant planting of native tree seedlings has 
seen further restoration of this reserve since its purchase by WCC in 
early 2017. 
 

 
 Gil Roper, FOTBR Committee 
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